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Letter from an American Soldier
	I have been sent to liberate Jews in Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, Poland and the living conditions here are unfavorable. The prisoners in this camp are subjected to forced labor to work in construction. The prisoners are constructing brick-walled or wooden barracks that were supposed to house approximately forty people. However, 700 prisoners inhabit each barrack where they sleep on straws spread on wooden platforms (The Holocaust Explained, n. d). The settlements have earth floors without sanitary facilities such as toilets and bathrooms. The barracks are in poor conditions since the walls are thin and they have gaping holes due to poor maintenance. The gaps expose the prisoners to cold conditions during the winter. The settlements had no windows and two stoves in each compartment were enough to serve all the occupants. Many prisoners are to health risks due to the cold weather.
	The sanitation in this place is pathetic since the inmates can neither access clean water nor clothing. The lack of water in this place makes it difficult for prisoners to wash their bodies and clothes. Most of the prisoners are wearing dirty and filthy clothes that make them vulnerable to infections. The camp is damp and characterized by lice as well as mice (Auschwitz.org, n. d).  The poor living conditions are compounded by a large number of prisoners that overstretch the limited resources. The sanitary and living conditions in this camp can be summed up as life-threatening since no human deserves to live in such a place.
	The Jewish detainees in the camp are malnourished and likely suffering from chronic illnesses. They are confined in boxcars for long periods without water and food.  Some of them look dehydrated due to the intense thermal conditions of the summer. Besides, they have dirty clothes and look unkempt since they have limited bathing opportunities. Most of the prisoners look psychologically-depressed due to the torture they experience in the hands of the German soldiers. Most of them are requiring urgent medical attention to relieve them from physical and mental distress. Some of them are on the brink of dying due to lack of care services in the camps. Most of the laborers look tired and frustrated from long hours of hard labor. Children are crying and they look desperate for help.
	On the other hand, the Nazi soldiers are heavily-armed and on the lookout for any escapees or intruders. They are prepared to kill or beat up anyone that resisted their commands. Unlike the detainees, the soldiers looked clean and wore Nazi military uniforms. The soldiers are on guard and are ready to shoot anyone in their vicinity. My mission to this camp is a dangerous one since I risk losing my life. However, I will try my best to liberate the Jewish detainees from their oppressors. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	I am sympathetic with the prisoners since they are starving while at the same time exposed to brutality and forced labor. The health conditions of some of the prisoners are disheartening. Sadly, the prisoners that are unfit for labor are likely to be executed. The picture of children in the camps weakens my whole being since I can never wish my child to go through such a situation. I am saddened with what I am seeing and aim to ensure that all the prisoners get out of the camp and take them to safe zones.
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